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Currently, fourteen students at this university share something in common, or rather,

special. Jonathan, the other twelve students, and I are but a small fraction of the product
of a working miracle that began in August of 2007 at the start of the Blue Legion Band program.
The founder of said program is the same individual that received the

at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago this past December for

“literally rescu[ing] hundreds of students from perilous environments throughout his career.” He
is also the same educator whose impact has encouraged many first-generation college students to
pursue a higher education. Those individuals would soon see a difference in their opportunities,
be the difference in their families, and positively impact their communities; the fourteen of us are
witnesses— in real-time— of this miracle. He accomplished this by making the band hall a home
and a safe haven, becoming a surrogate parent when necessary, encouraging us to find our worth,

convincing us that our lives had meaning, and pushing us to improve constantly and consistently.






